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" offered him the following

_counsel:
“If you are not cordially
.dlullked within six months, the
" President and I won’t feel you
_are doing the job.”
So  brilliantly did Komer

- succeed that when the Presi-
" dent recently told the Tonnes-
- see legislature -that he was
sending Komer to Saigon to.

}pacify on the scene; a yelp of

_protest {rom American eivil--

-ians went up that could be
“heard from here to Hanoi.’

- Komer
" his future daily associates as a
' courtierr who tells a President

| s:only what he wants to hear
and a hounder of subordinates.,

.. Komer, a gcnuine enthusi-
‘,ast—a friend says he-has “an
- India-rubber personality”” —
: and a green-beret optimist, is

" philosophical about “hatchet.

~ man” charges.
“A certain- amount of that

* ain’t a bad thing,” he said the
day ‘in his Executive..

+ other

Office  Building quarters.

| Besides, he fecls that civilians

' in a war zone cannot operafe

- on a ‘'business as usual” bagjs..
“'Nor does he think we can’
: pound on the Vietnamese to .
" clean up graft and coxruptlon_

"as long as there is any incom-

petence or slack in the Ameri-, Dundy worked amicably and

-can sector,

- Just to avert any possible

" mass resignations, however,
. 'he dashed . from’ Guam Lo
|~ South Vietnam,. .

<“T -showed them I didn't
,.have horns and I told them

- | “You guys have been:doing a-
“7|. good job,” Komer reported.-
. He also scolched rumors that .

.be had gone. . after his old

. friend,” Wﬁham C. Porter, the.,
deputy ambassador -

pOpulm
"‘ whom he will replace, .
1' a “yes-man”
" Johnson, . He treasures a letter

“ | written " after a 1963 Middle
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“Eaatﬂrn expedition, in" which

_ ' the then vxce presndent sald he_

e e

f

Togroun.

©on paper.
was castigated by

~ gpoolk

" Bundy
"George when the latter was®

"New Frontier Days.

He resents the charge heis’
to President -

I'm not a membér of the in- -
The only respect he
-cnuld nave for me comes from.

tie way T do my work.”
Komier's abysma]ly bad

.-.press - arises in part from a’

penchant for writing what his .
{formef  White House boss, ¢

MeGesrge Bundy, calls “Gee_,‘
whiz-goddamit kind of cables -

that make no friends in the:; Né ‘n L
.. rice, fertilizer,  concrete for

~.roads and metal for school-

fiald.”

Another old friend - says,
“Bob 1ends to get combative -
I thmk he should .
stecp on some of his memos.”

Komer prides himself on the
fact that two presidents have
admired his memos. In fact,’

Tresident Johnson once ex- .
“horted

Komer to instruct:

certain  long-winded cabinet ¢

- membhers in his own crisp, «
cablese style, Komer of course .

did not follow through. :
A Phi Beta Kappa Harvald

"graduate, he spent 15 years'as -
‘aw analy st in CIA—"Iwasin.

he ivory tower, never in the :
business.”. He . was
rccommended by William P,
to his brother Mec- .

K ,blown eyes, long nose and

7r'-n
. W ‘_’b ll nu
." . u\ : ..
R vear. ago when Robert —respecied Komer 10T navmg nad tld ms cabinet that the '
" Komer. was made President heen a “an-man,’ appointment was *“a good -
. Johnson's snecial assistant on- “Wiy wouldn't T tell him . thing.” . i
' the pacification. of Vietnam, tihe straight stuf(?” .asked;’ Komer’s  personality in
- Sccretary ~of State Rusk Iomer. “I’'m nol irom Texas. . ‘person, as distinguished from

on paper, is not corrosive,
Rather  suggesting  the
‘dachshund with his round

> eager manner, he is cordial
and articulate, and plainly’
. dedicated to the task at hand.
It is a-daunting one. He.
must funnel through the Viet--
namese - the distribution of

"house roofs. He must oversce
AID, USIA and CIA personnel. ;
- He must work with the armies "
‘of both countries. He must |

show the Vietnamese officials | '

* how to run their country andl
make Vietnamese peasants ;
thmk they are already domg

He expects to work his usual
seven-day weck. Mrs. Komer, :
“a vivacious blonde, is allowed |
" to go with him, but will stayl
home watching over the three '
teen-age children of Komer s
ﬂrst marriage.

- Komer likes the Vletnamese
people A gifted amateur chef, ,
~who specializes in Oriental:
" dishes, he also likes their|

seting up his ‘Little State ' cooking. After seven visits, he

Department”
fouse basement ' during- the
McGemge

Konter - and

yaars.” McGeorge Bundy, not
(1 2asy man to plens‘,, says of -
iis fofmer depuly that he “is ",
tereibly  clear-headed  and
scnsible and tenacious.”
l\GPlCL worked with the ne"‘

wbassador to Saigon, Ells-‘ x

w n th Bunker, to unravel the -
india-Pakistan
Indonosian tangles.

“I was always a Iow-posture ¢ landlord oriented,
‘oay.” he says. “I'was always

a pilcader on the score of

understanding the Asians,” - &
Premier Ky,‘

At -Guan,
reindiul  of the anti-Komer -
sioar, at home,- came o'

Jomer and assured him be. 'the dxfference."_‘_\;-_'

in - the White: :

and_ Dutch- :

believes they are on their way |

to representative self-govern-:. -
"ment. He thinks the reglonal, ;

-elections mext month and the,

. national elections in September' ™ . . |
sestfully together for three , 'will not throw up a leader of - . .
the stature of Ho Chi Miph— . .
with whom southerners are’'.. -

‘increasingly disillusioned—but.

will counter a famous person-- -
" ality with a democratic sys- '’

tem.

" bly, bourgeois,
advocate land reform, but Ky,
‘the potential candidate, has.-
“Pretty soon those pecople
will have -a congressman to
write to,”” says the hopeful
pacifier. “That could make au'

'
S mar e e v

Premier Ky, he thinks, is =" "
' _ already acting like a candi- "
‘date. The constituent assem- ' .
wrban and. ¢,
.did not . .




